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I have to admit, I absolutely loved the winter we just had.
There was snow up north so we could ski but here in the
city there was little of the white stuff (which meant next to
no shovelling). And now, spring is here! All of a sudden, the
streets are packed with people, young and old, enjoying the
outdoors. As I write this, I can see my cat chasing birds and
squirrels all over the backyard, rustling through the leaves and
yard debris that will soon need to be raked up in anticipation
of spring. Spring is a season of new beginnings, new life and,
of course, the arrival of the furry guy with the big, floppy ears
and a basketful of the good stuff.
March was a very busy month, with International Women’s
Day, March Break and St. Patrick’s Day … and our trusty
photographers were able to cover it all. The April edition is
packed with all the month’s action. Breakfast was a popular
time to celebrate International Women’s Day. Kids were very
busy during their time off from school with all the March
Break camps, which in turn kept our photographers busy as
well. And, as always, folks in green popped up at local pubs
and bars to partake in refreshing beer and delicious food.
Keep turning the pages to check out all the other events that
happened in our vibrant community. Don’t forget to visit
us online as well at snapetobicoke.com. We have some very
enthusiastic photographers and often can’t get all the photos
into the paper – you’ll find the extra ones online.
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Life is certainly not slowing down in April. Along with all the
Easter activities, there are plenty of spring concerts, rummage
sales, art shows, gardening events and more. We’ve already
started planning our summer for the kids. If you’re in the
same boat, you’ll want to check out our summer camp guide
beginning on page ___ for some inspiration. For a complete
list of events, check out the key events section on page 21
and our calendar on pages 22 and 23. Thanks to everyone for
sharing your events with us. To get on our calendar, just visit
snapetobicoke.com and click on SUBMIT YOUR EVENT. If we
can’t make it, SNAP some photos yourself and send them to
us at info@snapetobicoke.com – we might be able to use them.
This is the point where I take a moment to thank our loyal
advertisers. They make the production of this paper possible
and you can support us by supporting them. Think local, shop
local – that’s our motto!
My cat is still trying to catch those squirrels and birds. Looks
like a lot of fun but it reminds me that I should pack away the
ski gear and pull out the rakes. See you around!
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ON THE COVER

Mikayla, Ella, Aliyah, Teana and Chiara
bowled in support of SickKids
Photo taken by: Jerry R. Lem

Buckets of Fun for Everyone
I recently had the opportunity to introduce more than 240 students at
Gracedale Public School in Etobicoke to the fun of bucket drumming.
What is bucket drumming? Well, it’s an art form that involves making music
with a plastic contractor’s bucket and a pair of drumsticks. Bucket drummers
are found on the streets of cities around the world and were featured in the
Broadway musical STOMP. Bucket drumming is also a great way to involve
anyone in music.
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ROCK BAND & MUSICAL THEATRE CAMPS

Rock Band Camps: Ages 8 & Up Musical Theatre Camp: Ages 9 - 16 Years
4, Week-Long Camps
July 9 - 13
• Learn Songs, Have Fun &
Make a Professional Recording
of Your Band

• Musical will be Chosen to Best Suit Students
• Private Vocal Lesson Included to Prepare
for the Camp.

Private Instrumental & Vocal Instruction - Flexible Summer Schedule
• Experienced, Professional Teachers
• Programs for Children & Adults

• Study: Classical, Jazz, Popular & World Music
• No Registration Fee

Music Therapy Program - Connecting Through Music
• For Students From 4 Years of Age to Adult
• Focus on the Specific Needs of Each Student
• Small Classes & Private Lessons Available

• Benefits: ADD, ADHD, Autism,
Down Syndrome, Behavioural
Problems & Language Disorders

Music in Motion Children’s Program
• For Ages 6 Months - 7 Years
• Benefit from Personal Attention

• Stimulating & Fun Learning Environment
• Proven Curriculum

Ensemble Program - Groups for Children & Adults
• Rock, Jazz & Classical
• Hand Drumming & Bucket Drumming

• Pop Vocal & Musical Theatre
• Percussion & Guitar

Ask About Our “Give It A Try” Instrument Discount Program
To Register Call 416.234.9268 or email lessons@themusicstudio.ca

6 Burnhamthorpe Road (at Dundas St. West)
in the Islington Village Plaza - Free Parking

416.234.9268 | lessons@themusicstudio.ca | www.themusicstudio.ca
Excellence in Traditional & Contemporary Music Education
Vocal • Piano • Guitar • Bass • Drums • Hand Drums • Clarinet • Flute • Saxophone •
Violin • Viola • Cello • Trumpet • Trombone • French Horn • Theory • Harmony • History
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In fact, the accessibility of bucket drumming is part of what makes it so much
fun and easy to try. The cost of a bucket and a pair of sticks is about $10, no
previous musical training is required and anyone can participate in a way that
is comfortable for them.
For the school workshops, I had four groups, each with about 60 students.
Within 10 minutes, each group was playing simple call-and-response rhythms
on their buckets. Soon, the students were playing bucket drumming compositions by ear using the four bucket drumming sounds: center, edge, side, and
stick click.
Amidst the sound of 60-plus buckets being played by excited children, something great began to happen. The musical parts that the students had learned
moments before started to take shape and fit together to make music. The
drumsticks created rhythmic phrases in the hands of the students, most of
whom had little or no musical experience and had never held a drumstick
before. I knew the students were enjoying themselves when a student asked,
“When are you coming back?”
In addition to being easy to try, bucket drumming teaches many important skills
including focus, self-discipline, coordination, how to listen, and the concept of
working with others toward a common goal, all of which encourages confidence and a sense of accomplishment.
So, regardless of your age and musical experience, grab a bucket and a pair of
sticks, and start having “Buckets of Fun!”

Submitted by Ed Lettner
Ed Lettner owns The Music Studio in Etobicoke which has offered music instruction
since 1990. He is an honours graduate of the Humber College Institute of Technology
music program. Ed offers bucket drumming workshops for schools, businesses,
organizations and birthday parties. He will even bring the buckets and drumsticks.
For info about the programs at The Music Studio, including bucket drumming, please
call 416-234-9268, email ed@themusicstudio.ca or visit www.themusicstudio.ca
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