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I have to admit, I absolutely loved the winter we just had. It
reminded me of when I was a kid and there was always enough
snow to build amazing forts and have awesome snowball fights.
Our family also got in lots of skiing this year. It seemed that
spring arrived overnight – the sun came out, the snow melted
away (for the most part) and boom, it was here. All of a sudden,
the streets are packed with young families with strollers, joggers,
and couples walking hand in hand enjoying the shops and services along our sunny streets. Spring always brings with it new
beginnings, new life and, of course, the Easter bunny with his
big, floppy ears and basketful of chocolate eggs. This year our
family is going to have Easter Sunday brunch at a local restaurant – I’m looking forward to that. Even though it’s only April,
our thoughts have turned to summer, as parents start to plan for
summer camps. We’ve tried to make it easier for you – just visit
our guide beginning on page 34 to see a selection of camps and
smart ideas for your children.
Thanks to our trusty photographers who were out in full force
in March, we have put together a great April edition packed full
of all the month’s action in our community. As always, residents
dressed themselves in anything green they could find and headed out to the local watering holes for some refreshing beer and
delicious food. We popped into several local March Break camps
to see what the kids were up to on their week off and attended
several special International Women’s Day celebrations. The end
of March brought Earth Hour. We always love participating in

this annual ritual that sees the community (and world) take a
stand against climate change. Keep flipping through the pages
to see where else we’ve been.
April promises to be a very busy month as well. There are lots of
great Easter activities planned around the neighbourhoods and
we also heard from a very reliable source that the world famous
Girl Guide cookies will go on sale this month. Keep your eyes
peeled for the girls in uniform and feel free to drop a box or two
off at our office whenever. Thanks to all of you for continuing
to send us your events. If you’ve never done it, give it a try – just
visit snapetobicoke.com and click on SUBMIT YOUR EVENT. For
all the events that you’ve submitted to us for April, go to our
calendar on pages 24 and 25.
If you are a frequent reader, you will know that I always take a
moment to thank our loyal advertisers. They make the production of this paper possible and you can support us by supporting
them. Think local, shop local – that’s our motto!
Well, I’m off to pack away the ski gear for the winter. Goodbye
to ski poles and hello to rakes. (At least there will be lots of
chocolate and cookies to keep me going.) See you around town.
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ON THE COVER

Jack McFadden on bass, Martin Loomer on
guitar, Tom Skublics & Merlin Williams on reed
Photo taken by: David Tom

UNCLE LYLE AND HIS
MUSICAL ROOTS
by: Ed Lettner of The Music Studio

I

recently had the pleasure of helping my uncle Lyle return
to his musical roots and, by doing so, I realized what a
significant part music has played in his life.

Established 1990

SUMMER CAMPS
Musical Theatre Summer Camps
• Instruction in: Singing, Acting, Dance & Movement.
• Scene Study.
• Final Day Performance.
Camp A: Ages 9 - 11: July 4 - 8
Camp B: Ages 12 - 16: July 11 - 15

NEW
Experience the Mag
ic
of the Stage

Rock Band Summer Camps For Those Who Like to Rock
• Play from songbooks & by ear.
• Play songs & have fun right away.
• Receive a professional recording of your band.
Camp A: July 4 - 8 • Camp B: July 11 - 15 • Camp C: July 18 - 22. For ages 8 years & up.

Register for any camp by April 30 and receive a discount.

Register for Spring Lessons • Children's Classes • Ensembles
Ask About Our “Give It A Try” Instrument Discount Program
To Register Call 416.234.9268 or email lessons@themusicstudio.ca

6 Burnhamthorpe Road (at Dundas St. West)
in the Islington Village Plaza - Free Parking

416.234.9268 | lessons@themusicstudio.ca | www.themusicstudio.ca
Excellence in Traditional & Contemporary Music Education

Lyle called me to say that he had decided to start playing
the saxophone and clarinet again. He had played professionally throughout the 1940s, but eventually the demands
of raising a family and working as a salesman and business owner meant that
he had to put his instruments away for many years.
Lyle has an alto saxophone, but he needed a new clarinet and also wanted a
soprano saxophone. So, off I went to Long & McQuade Musical Instruments
with Lyle’s shopping list and our shared excitement about his return to playing. After all, it’s quite inspiring when an 87-year-old expresses more enthusiasm for doing something than many people half his age.
In addition to the instruments and accessories, I chose several music books for
Lyle that come with play-along CDs featuring the music of the Glenn Miller
and Benny Goodman bands among others. As Lyle said, “I always wanted to
play with those bands.”
Lyle is now re-discovering the musical roots that first took hold during his
school days in Toronto and led to him joining the Royal Canadian Navy Band
in 1942. It was in this band that Lyle became friends with a musician who
later taught music to my sister and me in high school. This coincidence came
to light at my sister’s wedding when, some 35 years later, they met again.
After the Second World War, Lyle’s musical journey took him to Clevelands
House in Muskoka where he played in the band during the summer of 1947.
It was there that Lyle met his future wife Jean and began the next stage
of his life.
My uncle Lyle’s musical roots have grown to touch many people in his life,
created opportunities and provided him with many fond memories. Today,
Lyle is re-visiting those roots by playing the music that started it all.
Ed Lettner owns The Music Studio in Etobicoke, which has offered music instruction since 1990. He is an
honours graduate of the Humber College Institute of Technology music program. Ed hopes that his musical roots will lead to a life as rewarding as his uncle Lyle’s. For information about the programs at The
Music Studio, please call 416-234-9268, email ed@themusicstudio.ca or visit www.themusicstudio.ca

Vocal • Piano • Guitar • Bass • Drums • Hand Drums • Clarinet • Flute • Saxophone •
Violin • Viola • Cello • Trumpet • Trombone • French Horn • Theory • Harmony • History
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