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Like many of you, summer is my family’s favourite time of year. 
It’s a chance to take a breather from the normal routine and sit 
back and relax in the warm weather. Summer brings back many 
memories for me of hot, never-ending days of playing outside 
and going for long bike rides with my friends. In the evenings 
there were the family get-togethers full of laughter and teas-
ing as we watched Dad attempt to spark up the charcoal grill. 
These days it’s a little different, with the kids choosing from a 
plethora of creative and fun summer camps and, of course, the 
ease and convenience of the gas barbecue. What hasn’t changed 
is that summer is a festive time, a time to relax and celebrate the 
warmth of the season with family and friends … and I’m ready 
to dive right into all that July has to offer.

Speaking of celebrations, June certainly seemed to be a month 
of them. It is a special month as school winds down and street 
parties and yard sales begin. We were invited to many of the 
local school festivals where the children, staff and teachers pull 
together to create a fun atmosphere with a boatload of activi-
ties. We were there to capture the smiling children as they took 
a break from the books and let loose. We always love learning 
more about the history of our community, and we did just that 
at the Applewood Homestead during the annual Doors Open 
Toronto event that allowed us to tour this beautiful Victorian 
home and embrace a part of our past. Toronto’s Village of 
Murals, our own Village of Islington, again hosted their “Paint 
the Street!” festival, which proved again to be a great success. 

We attended the official grand opening of Mimico Square, which 
not only brings our residents direct access to the waterfront but 
will serve as a public community gathering spot for future art 
and cultural events. To see the pictures and learn more about 
these special events, keep turning the pages.

We are gearing up for an equally exciting July as we head out to 
capture you enjoying summer in the city. For a list of commu-
nity events, check out our up-to-the-minute online calendar at 
snapetobicoke.com. This is also the place where you can submit 
your own events. For a calendar you can place on your fridge 
and refer to all month long, turn to pages 20 and 21.

As we always do, we would like to acknowledge and thank our 
local advertisers who help make our paper possible through their 
support. Let’s work together to support them by considering 
them for our products and services. If you love our community, 
help us support the people who choose to live and work in our 
neighbourhoods. Just be sure to say you saw them in SNAP!

Enjoy July in the west end. There is no shortage of things to do 
if you find yourself hanging around town. Just be sure to smile 
because you never know when you could be SNAP’d!

Peter Foy
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Lauran & Maia looked very decorated at the Karen Kain 
School of the Arts May Day celebration

Photo taken by: Kellie O’Hara-Reid

6 Burnhamthorpe Road (at Dundas St. West) 
in the Islington Village Plaza - Free Parking
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Music and humour have a long history of entertaining 
people together. This association has created distinct 

styles within movies, television, live theatre, stand-up com-
edy and even ‘serious’ music.

Beginning in the 1880s, Vaudeville used satirical songs 
about current events to entertain people in North America. 

This approach continues today with comedians such as Mark Russell singing 
parodies of political events to the melodies of standard songs. Victor Borge 
made people laugh while playing the piano by doing such things as literally 
playing from a piece of music that was turned upside down. Steve Martin com-
bines his talents for stand-up comedy and banjo playing to create a unique 
stage show. He is also well-known for his many appearances in comedy films. 

Ever since the Keystone Kops made people laugh in the early days of film, 
comedy and music have gone hand in hand on the silver screen. There have 
also been comedy movies created around bands. The Rutles, a band and film 
co-created by Eric Idle of the Monty Python comedy group, is a parody of 
The Beatles. The film This is Spinal Tap is a satire of heavy metal bands and  
their lifestyles.

Humour is also found in classical music. Haydn’s Toy Symphony was com-
posed to be played on toy instruments. My elementary school principal played 
recordings of classical music each Friday during the morning announcements, 
and I remember hoping that he would play the Toy Symphony each week. The 
finale of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 2 features what are considered to be mu-
sical burps and other less than appealing sounds of the body. In his Cat Duet, 
Rossini has two singers meowing at each other for the entire piece. In fact, the 
translation of its original Italian title is, “humourous duet for two cats.”

Finally, one cannot think of the circus without picturing a clown doing some-
thing funny while humorous “circus music” is played.

So, the next time you find yourself laughing while listening to music, you will 
be reminded of how well music and humour go together.

Ed Lettner owns The Music Studio in Etobicoke, which has offered music instruction since 1990. He is an 
honours graduate of the Humber College Institute of Technology music program. Ed enjoys watching and 
listening to a wide variety of movies. For information about the programs at The Music Studio, please call 

416-234-9268, email ed@themusicstudio.ca or visit www.themusicstudio.ca 

MUSIC AND HUMOUR
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