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Surely this was the hottest July on record, wasn’t it? If not, it 
certainly felt that way. We spent the month cooling off at many 
of the splash pads and pools of our west-end parks. And we were 
definitely not the only ones needing a reprieve from the heat 
– the parks were full of families enjoying ice cream, catching 
a cool breeze under weeping willows and splashing each other 
in the pools. The patios were full of people enjoying the warm 
summer evenings and the merriment that comes with relaxing 
with a frosty beverage at the end of a hot day. Fortunately my 
wife and I were able to slip away to some local establishments for 
a few beverages of our own in July. Surely this is one of the best 
ways to spend a summer evening in the city.

The kids also seemed to be enjoying themselves in July at the 
various camps we visited throughout the month. When did 
camps become so incredibly creative? From diving and cooking, 
to soccer and skateboarding, we caught kids doing what they 
do best … having fun! Our photographers were out in full force 
this month attending various Canada Day festivities including 
the annual Ribfest in Centennial Park (we are still licking our 
fingers from this one), numerous strawberry socials, community 
barbecues, and a big event in our neck of the woods – the RBC 
Canadian Open at St. George’s Golf and Country Club, where 
we rubbed shoulders with the Who’s Who of the golf world and 
a few celebrities. To see all the events we attended in July keep 
flipping the pages and visit our website at snapetobicoke.com 
for even more photo coverage. To see what’s in store for August, 

take a peek at our calendar on pages 18 and 19. Remember that 
our online calendar provides an up-to-the-minute snapshot of 
current events so be sure to check back often.

Did you know that not all of the pictures you see are taken by 
our own SNAP photographers? While we pride ourselves on 
being just about everywhere in our neighbourhoods, there are 
occasions where we just can’t make it and we invite you to 
send us pictures of your event. We truly appreciate the com-
munity’s involvement with continuing to send us pictures 
and submitting events so that we can accurately record life in  
our neighbourhoods.

As we always do, we’d like to express our thanks to our local 
businesses for continuing to offer their products and services and 
for supporting our paper. It is only through their support that 
we can continue to capture life in Etobicoke and bring it to you, 
our readers. So, consider shopping locally next time you head 
out and let’s build a strong and sustainable community, together. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer, whatever your plans may be. I 
personally recommend dinner on a patio and, of course, lots of 
ice cream. Until next time, keep smiling because you never know 
when you might be SNAP’d.

Peter Foy
General Manager/Publisher
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ON THE COVER

The class at the Olympium Synchronized 
Swimming Club’s summer camp didn’t  

need to practice their smiles
Photo taken by: Jerry R. Lem

6 Burnhamthorpe Road (at Dundas St. West) 
in the Islington Village Plaza - Free Parking
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Register Now for Fall

Spring was a busy time of the year at The Music Studio with 
many end-of-season events to organize and help stu-

dents prepare for, such as our student recital and many  
community performances. 

As I was in the midst of my annual ritual, I realized how much my 
ability to successfully complete these tasks is a direct result of the 
life skills I have learned from my musical training and experiences. 

Practicing an instrument teaches me life skills such as self-discipline, concentration, 
patience, perseverance, time management and attention to detail. It also helps me to 
develop the self-confidence that results from learning a new piece of music. These skills 
enable me to organize the recital program and ensure that everything is ready to go on 
the day of the recital. 

When I learn a new piece of music, I must consider the many technical and musical 
choices I have. From this process, I have learned that there are often different paths to 
choose from when encountering situations in life, such as choosing the best dates for 
the many springtime performances by our students. 

Considering how the many smaller sections of a piece of music contribute to the whole 
reminds me to consider the big picture as I arrange the order of performances for  
the recital.

Performing builds the self-confidence that comes from learning to deal with nerves 
when playing for an audience. These experiences help me to improve as a public speak-
er, which is a life skill that I use at the recital and many other events.

Making musical choices with other musicians when learning a piece of music teaches 
me to consider the opinions and ideas of others. Consequently, I regularly seek input 
from my teaching staff as I organize our events.

My “music lessons” also help me to write my monthly SNAP editorial and submit  
it on time.

As a result of my experiences, showing students the link between music skills and life 
skills is an important component of the programs at The Music Studio. Music lessons 
are indeed life lessons.

Ed Lettner owns The Music Studio in Etobicoke, which has offered music instruction since 1990. He is an 
honours graduate of the Humber College Institute of Technology music program. Ed enjoys watching and 
listening to a wide variety of movies. For information about the programs at The Music Studio, please call 

416-234-9268, email ed@themusicstudio.ca or visit www.themusicstudio.ca 

MUSIC LESSONS ARE  
LIFE LESSONS

by: Ed Lettner of The Music Studio


