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There are so many reasons to love spring. Maybe you’re a 
golfer, or a gardener, or even a garage sale hunter who waits 
anxiously all year for the fresh spring air to awaken your 
senses as you tuck away winter. Not that it was a bad winter 
at all. In fact, I noticed that the parsley in our garden actu-
ally survived the entire winter – now that must be an Ontario 
first! Of course the month of May also brings with it Mother’s 
Day, a day to thank and recognize those special women in 
our lives who make us feel a little happier in the world. Why 
not take that special someone to a local restaurant for brunch 
or treat her to a spa day right here in the ‘hood. There are so 
many options for making her day special – just flip through 
the pages for inspiration.

We continue to break records for the number of events we 
are able to cover in our west-end communities. We truly try 
to cover them all so keep submitting them to us and we’ll do 
our best to be there. This month we took a day and spent it in 
the vibrant Village of Islington. You will see a full page dedi-
cated to the spirit of this lovely and unique part of our city. 
Besides treating ourselves to many chocolate eggs at various 
Easter celebrations there were also numerous Earth Day fes-
tivities, presentations and clean-up events – all in the name 
of educating people on how to best care for our earth. There
is so much happening this coming month as well – turn to 
our calendar on pages 16 and 17 for a full list of events. And 
check our key events section on page 15.

You may have noticed that at the end of each of our event 
write-ups there is a new event code ID listed. To view a spe-
cific event online, you can now simply go to our website at 
www.snapetobicoke.com and enter that event code into the 
space provided. From there you will have a direct link to each 
photo from that particular event (even those not published 
in the paper), and will be able to purchase, comment and/
or tag photos for various social media sites like Twitter and 
Facebook and email those events directly to your friends. 
These are just a few of the many changes we are making to 
our website. As always, we love and encourage your feed-
back. Please visit the website often to check out all the latest 
changes and improvements, and let us know what you think.

And finally, as we always do, we’d like to thank our advertis-
ing partners who have chosen SNAP Etobicoke as part of their 
overall marketing and advertising efforts. It’s through their 
continued support that we can deliver our publication to the 
people in our community and celebrate the incredible spirit 
of our neighbourhoods. You, our faithful readers, can sup-
port us by supporting them. Consider using our advertisers’ 
products and services … and tell them you saw it in SNAP!

That’s it for now. Happy spring, and remember to keep smil-
ing because you never know when you’re going to be SNAP’d. 
See you around town.

Peter Foy
General Manager/Publisher
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ON THE COVER

The kids of John English JMS were excited to lend our  
planet a helping hand with their spring clean-up

Photo taken by: Justin Harrington

“Joyful spring has arrived…”. So begins the poem that 
accompanies Antonio Vivaldi’s famous spring concerto 

from his composition The Four Seasons. The poem and 
the music triumphantly announce the emergence of na-
ture from its winter cocoon.

Each line of the poem, likely written by Vivaldi, is printed 
above the section of music that portrays the mood and actions of the words. 
The singing of birds, flowing of streams, and thunder and lightning are each 
presented musically through the use of instrument sounds and techniques 
such as the playing of scale passages, short or staccato notes, and repeated 
notes. In the second movement, Vivaldi wrote “The dog who barks” above 
one section of notes played by the violas to mark the part of the poem where 
the goatherd sleeps “in a pleasant field of flowers” with his dog by his side.

This concept of musical imagery based on the ideas and actions conveyed 
through words is known as program music. This imagery is explained by way 
of the title of a piece of music or by notes made by the composer, known as 
“the program.” Program music became increasingly important in the nine-
teenth century when orchestral overtures were performed to introduce op-
eras. The overture evolved to become a concert piece in its own right, an 
example of which is Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet. The popularity of this 
musical form led to the program symphony which is an orchestral piece con-
sisting of many movements such as Symphonie Fantastique by Berlioz. This 
developed into the symphonic poem which features one extended move-
ment with contrasting sections that focus on a poetic idea or mood. Prelude 
to “The Afternoon of a Faun” by Debussy is an example of this. Program 
music became the perfect form for Romantic era composers to express their 
desire to relate their music to the world around them. Today, film and televi-
sion soundtracks are examples of program music.

So, spring from Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons not only reflects on the re-birth of 
nature, but also foreshadowed the growth of program music into an impor-
tant musical form.

Ed Lettner owns The Music Studio in Etobicoke, which has offered music instruction since 1990. He is an 
honours graduate of the Humber College Institute of Technology music program. Ed enjoys watching and 
listening to a wide variety of movies. For information about the programs at The Music Studio, please call 

416-234-9268, email ed@themusicstudio.ca or visit www.themusicstudio.ca 

THE FOUR SEASONS: SPRING
by: Ed Lettner of The Music Studio

6 Burnhamthorpe Road (at Dundas St. West) 
in the Islington Village Plaza - Free Parking

416.234.9268 | lessons@themusicstudio.ca | www.themusicstudio.ca

Vocal • Piano • Guitar • Bass • Drums • Hand Drums • Clarinet • Flute • Saxophone • 
Violin • Viola • Cello • Trumpet • Trombone • French Horn • Theory • Harmony • History

Established 1990

Excellence in Traditional & Contemporary Music Education

Ask About Our “Give It A Try” Instrument Discount Program

NEW

Personalized Programs for Children & Adults:
 • Instrumental & Vocal Instruction
 • Theory, Harmony & History Instruction
 • Ensembles: Play-In-The-Band, Rock, Jazz, Hand Drum & String
   Music in Motion Program for Children Ages 3 - 7 Years

You Benefit From:
 • Academically Trained Teachers with Performance Experience
 • Instruction for Beginning to Advanced Students
 • Classical, Jazz, Popular & World Music
 • Convenient Lesson Times
 • No Registration Fee

    Register Now for Summer




